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Literature for children and young people



BALAM, LLUVIA Y LA CASA
(BALAM, LLUVIA AND THE HOUSE)

Julio Serrano Echeverría (Guatemala)
and Yolanda Mosquera (España)

Hard cover. 22 x 25  cm - 32 pp
Poetry, family, relationships, games 

Español
ISBN: 978-9974-8632-5-5

Balam and Lluvia are two siblings who 
spend their time skipping and bouncing 
around the house, chasing words, recovering 
stories, facing their every-day adventures.

The childhood of these youngsters comes 
from having asked many adults to “tell 
us something of your childhood that you 
have never told anybody” and voilà, poetry 
became the most generous way to talk about 
that which we have a hard time saying, 
those tricky moments and wild adventures. 
Poetry: the coolest accomplice of Lluvia and 
Balam, these two little ones who, like you 
and like I, know the secrets of the house, our 
favorite places. Other titles of the same author: 

En botas de astronauta, Desde 
los orígenes, Desde las aguas y 
Desde el tiempo de los abuelos.

Julio Serrano Echeverría   Yolanda Mosquera

NEW RELEASE



Y DE POSTRE,... UNA ESDRÚJULA
(AND A DACTYL FOR DESSERT)
Mario Chavarría (Guatemala)
and Marcela Calderón (Argentina)
Hard cover. 19 x 24  cm - 32 pp
Books – insects – microscope – humor 
Español
ISBN: 978-9974-8632-0-0

All words are not alike and they don’t taste the same 
either. At least, that’s what the beings that live within 
this story (and many others) think.  They’re curious 
and ravenous critters who just devour books... literally!

Mario Chavarría is a young 
Guatemalan author dedicated to 

narrative for children and young people. 
This text received the 2015 Amanuense Prize and is 
the author’s first publication with our publisher house.

The illustrations by Marcela Calderón mix pages of 
old books (carefully chosen in the old bookstores 
of Buenos Aires) with freehand drawing and digital 
retouching.

NEW RELEASE



EN BOTAS DE ASTRONAUTA
(WEARING ASTRONAUT BOOTS) 

Julio Serrano Echeverría (Guatemala) 
and María Elena Valdez (Venezuela) 

Hard cover. 25 x 23 cm - 32 pp
Dream, imagination, left-handed, creativity, writing 

Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-30-8

Marco is a boy with a special air, not only because of his fabulous 
hairdo and excitement over following the ants, but also, and very 
specially, for his talent to dream.

With time, traveling back and forth to and from his dreams, Marco 
will become a story writer. He called his most famous story En botas 
de astronauta.

Julio is one of the most representative writers of the new Guatemalan 
literature. He also wrote Desde los orígenes, Desde las aguas and Desde 
el mundo de los espíritus, Desde el tiempo de los abuelos, El nacimiento 
del arcoíris and Balam, Lluvia y la casa.

DULCE Y FEROZ
(SWEET AND FIERCE)
Evelyn Aixalà (España - Uruguay) 
and María Lavezzi (Argentina) 
Hard cover.  22 x 18 cm - 32 pp
Daily life, family conflict, mother-children relationship, ants 
Español
ISBN: 978-9974-8632-4-8

Today is one of “those” days, when mom is 
not in the best of moods. She came home 
tired, still has a bunch of things to do at 
home, and Teo and Luli and not helping… 
the sweet life of this family is about to take 
a fierce turn. 

NEW RELEASE



The tree in this story decided to leave its garden 
to seek fame. In the search for its destiny, it will 
stumble onto unimagined difficulties. 

Historia de un árbol covers concepts such as 
ecological ethics, solidarity and sustainable 
lifestyles, without ever losing the excitement of 
adventure narrative. In addition, the story is a 
beautiful metaphor of the uprooting of those 
who leave their land.

The text is the work of the author of Chamoch 
and of Chocolate y merengue. The illustrations 
are of the same artist as El cuento fantasma.

“Highly recommended” by Fundalectura -IBBY 
Colombia.

Publishing rights sold to China.

HISTORIA DE UN ÁRBOL
(STORY OF A TREE)
Ricardo Cie (Venezuela) 
and Wen Hsu Chen (Costa Rica)
Tapa dura 27.5 x 20.5 cm - 32 pp 
Fiction - migration – ecology
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-33-9

Poetic album illustrated with the melancholy of the verses that 
the great Cuban poet dedicated to María García Granados. The 
commentary to the work is by Carmen Matute, Guatemalan 
National Literature Award, 2015.

Although many of Martí texts have become emblematic, none 
stands out as much and as preferentially as La niña de Guatemala. 
Despite it being so short and simple, it has remained a blooming 
story, just like its verses: like an eternal flower, forever open 
to love, La niña de Guatemala, the forgotten beloved, the girl 
capable of dying of love. In this special edition, the art of Mexican 
Paulina Barraza is also poetry.

LA NIÑA DE GUATEMALA 
(THE GIRL FROM GUATEMALA)
José Martí (Cuba), 
Paulina Barraza (México) and 
Carmen Matute (Guatemala)
Hard cover. 25 x 23 cm - 32 pp
Love, sacrifice, poetry, classics.
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-01-8



—What is embroidery?— Olga asked
Grandmother stopped, closed her eyes and said:
—Embroidery is a smile that you draw with a needle and thread on a 
piece of cloth that is feeling very bored because it is of a solid color.
Around the world, embroidery and weavings represent the history 
of the people who make them. In Guatemala, the women from 
23 ethnic groups wear blouses called huipiles that tell the story of 
their personal lives and of their communities. Like Olga, the young 
protagonist of this story selected as White Raven 2014, millions of 
women are in search of their story.

Rubén Nájera, renowned playwright, essayist and poet, was 
inspired to write this story by the life of Olga Arriola de Geng, a 
researcher of traditional Guatemalan weavings. 

El laberinto de Tristán is another book by the same author.

ALAS PARA OLGA 
(WINGS FOR OLGA)

Rubén Nájera (Guatemala) 
and Irene Singer (Argentina)

NEW EDITION. Hard cover . 22,2 x 22,2 cm - 48 pp 
Fiction - art - tradition – nature – animals - embroider

Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-35-3

LA RISA CONTAGIOSA 
(THE INFECTIUS LAUGHTER)
Jaime Gamboa (Costa Rica) 
and María Elena Valdez (Venezuela)
NEW EDITION. Hard cover. 
22,2 x 22,2 cm - 44 pp
Fiction, good laugh, resources, art 
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-36-0

In a country where the spoken word did not exist, people 
learned to communicate by painting! 

Everything was going wonderfully until, one day, the 
unimaginable happened: they ran out of ink!  And now, 
how would they communicate? 

La risa contagiosa is about different forms of 
communication, of inquisitive beings that live in unknown 
countries, about color and lack of it and how important it 
is to have a good laugh.

From the same writer, Amanuense has published Alma 
del mar, El cuento fantasma and Corazón de marimba. The 
illustrator’s art is also depicted in En botas de astronauta.



EL LABERINTO DE TRISTÁN 
(TRISTAN´S LABYRINTH)
Rubén Nájera (Guatemala) and Paulina Barraza (México)
22 x 25 cm - 40 pp
Art, friends, imagination, create, color, mystery Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-16-2

Aunt Gertrudis (inspired on Gertrude Stein), invites 
Tristan (Tzara) to look at the world differently, and 
dares to explore the twists and turns of imagination. 
It his search, Tristan will ask for help from his 
friends Pablo (Picasso), Renato (René Magritte), 
Marco (Marc Chagall) and María (Mary Cassatt).

As a complement to this extraordinary adventure, 
in the last pages the book offers a short biography of 
the artists that inspire it.

Rubén Nájera, a renowned essayist and playwright, 
explores with books for children with Alas para 
Olga, also published by Amanuense and a White 
Ravens 2014 awardee. 

The beautiful illustrations by Mexican artist Paulina 
Barraza G. can also be enjoyed in the special edition 
of the poem La niña de Guatemala. 

EL CUENTO FANTASMA 
(THE PHANTOM STORY)
Jaime Gamboa and 
Wen Hsu Chen (Costa Rica)
Hard cover. 25 x 22 cm - 40 pp
Access, sight, discovery, inclusion, love
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-31-5

There are all kinds of stories, but the protagonist of this story 
is something else: nobody has ever read him! When a reader 
approaches the library, he hides its spine and repeats: “I am a 
ghost, nobody can see me, I am a ghost”. All this will change the 
day he finds a girl who does not need eyes to read or appreciate 
beauty.

Written by the author of Alma del mar, Corazón de marimba and 
La risa contagiosa and illustrated by the same artist of Historia 
de un árbol, this story advances the issue of access by disabled 
children to reading and books, to address other themes associated 
to inclusion and respect for differences.

HONORABLE MENTION THE EDITORIAL 
BRATISLAVA 2013 BIENNIAL ILLUSTRATION

SELECT HIGHLY RECOMMENDED BY 
THE FOUNDATION CUATROGATOS 2014

Selected by the “Reading the Way” Project 
and “The Guardian” newspaper as a book 
recommended to talk about disabilities with 
children.
Publication rights sold to Korea and Japan.



Following the instructions of her grandmother, 
Amanda learned to travel with her ears. In her 
journey through the city, she befriends Miguel, 
a boy who plays the marimba while he waits to 
be given a new heart.

From the author of El cuento fantasma, La 
risa contagiosa and Alma del mar, this story 
filled with daily situations rediscovered with 
imagination and humor, subtly manages the 
sudden absence of a loved one.

CORAZÓN DE MARIMBA 
(MARIMBA HEARTH)
Jaime Gamboa (Costa Rica) 
and Elissambura (Argentina)
NEW EDITION. Hard cover.
22,2 x 22,2 cm - 48 pp
Ears, listening, travel, sounds, marimba, hospital, 
illness, friendship
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-44-5

Punctuation signs are our accomplices to give 
rhythm and consistency to the expression or 
our ideas. They are travel companions on the 
sheet of paper that we fill out. 

An agile book, with vibrant texts and 
illustrations where periods, commas and 
other relatives are part of the game.

Honored by Publishers Weekly as a reference 
for readers in the United States to experience 
new intriguing and playful voices and 
experimental artistic styles that come out of 
Latin America and Spain. 

PUNTO Y REÍMOS 
(POINT AND LAUGH)
Carol Libenson Svachka (Venezuela) 
and Susana Rosique (España)
NEW EDITION. Hard cover. 
22,2 x 22,2 cm - 32 pp
Non-fiction, signs, punctuation, period, 
comma, admiration, rhymes, poems
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-34-6



In the humid heart of the forest, Enea and Alia discover 
one another: they are the first man and the first woman.
“It made them laugh to realize that one was different 
from the other.
She stretched her hand over his and said:
—My hand is smaller than yours.
He placed his hand on her waist and said:
—Your waist has the curved profile of the moon and our 
feet seem like the fish in the river”.

A legend about the birth of laughter, narrated 
through the delicious prose of Gioconda Belli and the 
illustrations by Alicia Baladan.

CUANDO FLORECIÓ LA RISA 
(WHEN FLOWERED THE LAUGHTER)

Gioconda Belli (Nicaragua) and Alicia Baladan (Uruguay) 
Hard cover. 21 x 28 cm – 24 pp

myth, legend, laughter, happiness, tickles, love, friendship 
Español

ISBN: 978-9929-633-47-6
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A selection of stories from Mayan grandparents are the inspiration for these 
colorful stories, full of the linguistic forms of Mesoamerica:
-Desde el tiempo de los abuelos: texts that recreate the rich spiritual world 
of the Mayan culture.
-Desde los orígenes: stories that explain some natural phenomena from the 
Mayan worldview.
-Desde las aguas: stories that take place in Lake Atitlán, historical and 
cultural reference of the Mayan people.
The author of the texts is the creator of En botas de astronauta and Balam, 
Lluvia y la casa. Publication rights of the book Desde las aguas sold to the 
United States and Canada.

CUENTOS DE LA TRADICIÓN 
ORAL MAYA
(STORIES OF ORAL MAYA 
TRADITIONS)

IS
BN

: 9
78

-9
97

4-
86

32
-7

-9

Julio Serrano Echeverría 
and Marielle Che (Guatemala)
NEW EDITION. Hard cover.
22.5 x 22.5 cm - 32 pp
Narrative - ancestral culture - oral tradition
Español 

Co-edited with Libros del Zorro Rojo. 
Amanuense distributes it for Central 
America, the Caribbean and Uruguay



Period was merely a boring period, until one day 
he decided to move. In his path, he drew a straight 
line: his first straight line. From there on, he would 
know others like him and, with them, he would 
transform his surroundings.

This work by the award-winning Syrian artist 
residing in Amsterdam presents the geometric 
forms and how from them we can draw a world of 
things; but it also speaks of the need to understand 
ourselves as individuals and our contribution 
towards working as a community.

LA AVENTURA DE PUNTO 
(DOT´S ADVENTURE)
Gulnar Hajo (Siria)
NEW EDITION. Hard cover. 
22 x 25,5 cm - 32 pp
Drawing, game, geometry , art, collaborate
Español 
ISBN: 978-9929-633-41-4

CHAMOCH 
(CHAMOCH)

Ricardo Cie (Venezuela) 
NEW EDITION. Hard cover.

22 x 18 cm - 24 pp
Story, memories, sounds, father

Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-45-2

Chamoch lived in this book. Alive like 
a cat, strange as a flower pot, one day he 
decided to stroll around the memories of 
the reader.

Fun, challenging reading that involves the 
reader directly. A story-teller favorite.

Ricardo Cie, the integral author of 
Chamoch, also wrote Chocolate y 
merengue and Historia de un árbol.

Punto y sus amigos dibujan las 
formas de nuestro mundo. 

En el camino, descubren cuántas 
cosas pueden crear cuando se 

animan a jugar en equipo. Pun-to.
La aventura de
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AQUÍ ESTÁN LOS COLORES
(HERE ARE THE COLORS)
Francesca Massai (Argentina - Italia)
Cartoné 18 x 18 cm - 12 pp
Series of baby books
Español

Amarillo, azul y rojo 
ISBN: 978-9974-883-04-8
Anaranjado, verde y violeta
ISBN: 978-9974-883-05-5

This book has few words, only 
those that name the colors of 
food, but in it you will find 
many stories that you will 
discover when you open up your 
imagination.

CHOCOLATE Y MERENGUE 
(CHOCOLATE AND MERINGUE)
Ricardo Cie (Venezuela) 
and mEy! (Argentina)
Hard cover. 25 x 23 cm - 32 pp
Different, equal, tolerance, friends
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-8058-2-8

Martin and Upendo are two apparently very different 
children. The first time they meet they will discover that 
the differences between them are few and do not prevent 
them from knowing the value of friendship. 

Chocolate y merengue is a story filled with good things, 
an invitation to taste what we do not know. It is the first 
text for children by Venezuelan writer Ricardo Cie, 
also the author of Historia de un árbol and of Chamoch. 
The illustrations are the work of mEy! well known for 
her work at the head of the collective effort “Pequeños 
grandes mundos”.

francesca massai

aquí están los colores

francesca massai

aquí están los colores
amarillo, azul y rojo

anaranjado, verde y violeta

Publication rights sold to Germany.

NEW RELEASE



Two siblings play with a balloon 
which they blew so, so very much 
that it became a huge black whale. 
In the midst of the danger a story of 
adventure and friendship emerges 
that will show great creativity.

Expressed from the greatest 
imagination, the text, rhythmic 
and exciting, complements with an 
artistic and challenging illustration.

BALLENA NEGRA 
(BLACK WHALE)
Fatemeh and Zahra Sarmashghi (Irán)
NEW EDITION. Hard cover.
18.5 x 25.5 cm - 32 pp
Adventure, rescue, clouds, pepper, fun, 
imagination
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-46-9 

Alejo is very happy. He won the annual draw and will 
be able to choose everything he wants from the toy 
store. It is his great opportunity to make a lot of noise!

A relaxed story, illustrated with a collage of every-day 
materials. An open invitation to have fun without 
excuses, by the same author of Aquí también.

ALEJO 
(ALEJO)
Paula Fränkel (Argentina)
Hard cover. 22 x 22 cm - 40 pp
Fiction - game – early childhood – 
to be yourself
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-27-8
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Alejo está feliz. Ganó el sorteo anual 
y podrá escoger de la juguetería 
todo lo que quiera. 
Es su gran oportunidad para hacer ruido 
¡mucho, mucho ruido!

Paula Fränkel

Portada ALEJO 2016   1 12/24/15   1:29 PM



¿CÓMO SE DICE? 
HOW DO YOU SAY?
Lawrence Schimel (USA) 
and Romina Pernigotte (Argentina)
Hard cover.  22.5 x 22.5 cm - 32 pp
Fiction - communication - fantasy
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-22-3

“When you ask for permission from the 
King to play in his labyrinth, what do 
you say?

And when a bear lets you hibernate in 
his den until spring, what do you say?”

A book full of literary images and 
winks to children’s classics, where to say 
“please” and “thank you” is key to move 
to a new level of imagination.

Si vas a pedir permiso al rey para jugar en 
el laberinto de su castillo, ¿cómo se dice?
Y cuando un oso te deja hibernar en su 
morada hasta que llega la primavera, 
¿cómo se dice?

Un libro pleno de imágenes literarias en 
el que decir “por favor” y “gracias” es la 
clave para avanzar a un nuevo nivel de 
imaginación.

La
w

re
n

ce
 S

ch
im

el
 y

 R
om

in
a 

P
er

n
ig

ot
te

¿C
óm

o 
se

 d
ic

e? Lawrence Schimel y Romina Pernigotte

portada COMO 2016   1 11/26/15   4:20 PM

What is it like on the other side of the world? Are we that 
different from the people who live there? This story also 
proposes that we think about those ideas. 

The author told us that she thought of this story while she 
was drawing illustrations for El Salvador... and you can tell! 
The colors are a beautiful graphic reference to that country in 
Central America, so similar and so different to Argentina, Paula’s 
home.

Alejo, the story of the boy that is very noisy when he plays, is 
also the work of this talented integral author.

AQUÍ TAMBIÉN 
(HERE, TOO)

Paula Fränkel (Argentina)
Hard cover. 22,5 x 22,5 cm - 32 pp

World – equal – up – down – 
inside – outside 

Español 
ISBN: 978-9929-633-15-5



Michel Francesconi 
and Céline Maniller (Francia)
Hard cover. 27.5 x 20.5 cm - 40 pp
Informative - astronomy - planets
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-29-2

PLANETAS A LA VISTA

The sky has a life of its own. A life of stars and planets, of galaxies, 
of satellites… A whole universe to explore!

We invite you to discover outer space, to know its treasures and 
continue to unravel its secrets.

Written with information purposes and illustrated with much 
art, Planetas a la vista invites you to travel through the galaxy and 
beyond, to learn or just for pleasure.

Other similar titles: Días de lluvia y días de sol and El ciclo del agua.

informative Rights in Spanish



COLECCIÓN “YO SÉ LO QUE COMO”

Hard cover. 20,0 x 25,5 cm – 40 pp
Informative - food - responsible production
Español

EL PAN
Françoise Laurent 
and Nicolas Gouny
ISBN: 978-9929-633-39-1
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Françoise Laurent      Nicolas Gouny
Traducción: Ana Herrerías

Harina, agua, un poco de sal:
Es muy sencillo hacer pan.
Sí, pero…  

¿De dónde viene la harina? 
¿Cómo podemos producirla 
respetando la tierra?

Descubre todo el proceso detrás 
de cada rebanada de pan.

yo sé lo que como

Portada EL PAN.indd   1 9/8/16   4:00 PM
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Philippe Simon     Nicolas Gouny
Traducción: Ernesto Mejía-Traña

LOS HUEVOS
Philippe Simon 
and Nicolas Gouny
ISBN: 978-9929-633-40-7

yo sé lo que como

Las vacas producen leche para nutrir
a sus pequeños. Nosotros criamos
vacas para consumir su leche.
 
¿Cómo podemos disfrutar los
productos lácteos sin agotar a
nuestras generosas lecheras?
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Françoise Laurent      Nicolas Gouny
Traducción: Ana Herrerías

Portada La leche.indd   1 9/10/16   3:18 PMLA LECHE
Françoise Laurent 
and Nicolas Gouny
ISBN: 978-9929-633-37-7
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¿Sabías que cada año en el mundo se 
consumen ¡80 millones de toneladas 
de azúcar!? 

Esos dulces granitos que tanto nos 
gustan, ¿cómo y dónde se producen?

Michel Francesconi     Nicolas Gouny
Traducción: Rubén E. Nájera

portada El azúcar.indd   1 8/23/16   4:00 PM

EL AZÚCAR
Michel Francesconi 
and Nicolas Gouny
ISBN: 978-9929-633-38-4

Many good things originate in nature and end in our dishes. 
Where do they come from?
This collection talks about food, but also about production 
models that respect nature.

All the titles, illustrated by the French artist Nicolas Gouny, 
present updated information and in their adaptation to 
Spanish the characteristics of food production in the 
American continent have been considered.
Rights in Spanish



Water spins around the sea on to the sky, among forests, 
ponds and clouds, from liquid to gaseous state.

Following the course of a drop of water, the reader will 
dive into deep seas, will navigate rivers, streams and 
underground waters, will float with steam and fog and 
will fall with snow and rain; everything to learn of the 
cycle of water in detail.

Other similar titles: Planetas a la vista and Días de 
lluvia y días de sol.

EL CICLO DEL AGUA 

Christelle Huet-Gomez 
and Emmanuelle Houssais (Francia)
Hard cover. 27.5 x 20.5 cm - 40 pp
Informative – hydrography – water cycle -  nature – our world
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-43-8

To have your head in the clouds, to complain of a freezing cold, 
to run at the speed of lightning… Atmospheric phenomena are 
part of our conversations, but it is also a very serious science: 
meteorology.

Written for information purposes and illustrated with great 
art, Días de lluvia y días de sol invites you to travel through the 
clouds to learn of meteorological time or just for pleasure.

Other similar titles: Planetas a la vista and El ciclo del agua.

DÍAS DE LLUVIA Y DÍAS DE SOL 

Anne-Claire Lêvêque and Jérôme Peyrat (Francia)
Hard cover. 27.5 x 20.5 cm - 44 pp
Informative - meteorology 
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-28-5 

Rights in Spanish Rights in Spanish



Inspired by the song “To take you to sea” of Honduran 
singer-writer Guillermo Anderson, Alma del mar recreates 
the story of the millions of children who, for the broadest 
variety of reasons, have been unable to leave their immediate 
environment; and of their parents who struggle to ensure 
that their little ones do not miss the opportunity to dream.

White Raven Review “Dad, tell me about the sea”. Alma 
loves her father’s ever-changing stories. He tells her stories of 
the sea and of her grandfather who was a fisherman, but had 
to give up his job and move to the far-away city; stories full 
of unfamiliar, exciting words. One day, father and daughter 
finally travel to the shining, shimmering, pungent sea, where 
the sand burns under one’s feet. It is a moment of joy and 
of strong emotion; as Alma learns it is also her father’s first 
time seeing the sea. This is a book about the gift of seeing the 
world with open eyes and amazement and of enjoying life. 
The colorful pictures on wide double pages capture the world 
in a truly special way. Countless dots and spots coalesce into 
shapes and colors. The water sparkles, the air glimmers, the 
sand shimmers, and observers sense how the sea becomes 
a fantastical, nearly unfathomable dream world in the 
imaginations of father and daughter.

ALMA DEL MAR 
(TO SEE THE SEA)
Jaime Gamboa (Costa Rica) and 
Roger Ycaza (Ecuador) 
Hard cover. 27,5 x 20,5 cm – 40 pp 
Fiction - adventure - family
Español
ISBN: 978-9929-633-42-1

Selected for the White Ravens catalogue 
of the International Youth Library in 
2016. Publication rights sold to Denmark 
and Canada. 


